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Human Services: 
Substance Abuse 
Certificate 

DIVISION OF BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 

The Substance Abuse Certificate combines work in the social 
and behavioral sciences, with human services courses and 
seminars. The professional course provides knowledge of the 
field and/or develops professional skills in communication, 
report writing, treatment modalities, and human relations. 
Knowledge and skills are tested, and professional experience 
is acquired through 300 hours of substance abuse placement. 

The certificate is designed to prepare student for entry-level 
positions in substance abuse, to help those currently in the 
field upgrade their skills for professional advancement, 
and/or meet the needs of students intending to pursue 
further studies in the Human Services, Criminal Justice, Social 
Work and/or Substance Abuse. Students seeking immediate 
employment are prepared to work in a variety of residential 
programs and/or community outreach centers. 

Upon successful completion, the Human Services: Substance 
Abuse Certificate is awarded. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information) and SORI 
(Sexual Offender Registry Information) background checks 
are required prior to practicum placement and will be 
conducted in accordance with state regulations. CORI and 
SORI results are confidential. 

COURSE  COURSE TITLE CREDITS 

First Year Semester 1 

SW 101 Introduction to Social 
Welfare 4 

PS 101* Introduction to Psychology 3 
SW 102 Ethical Issues and Addiction 3 

credits: 10 
First Year Semester 2 

SW  203 Substance Abuse 
Counseling & Treatment 3 

PS 253 Substance Abuse: 
Screening & Assessment 3 

SW 201 Practicum/Seminar 6 

credits: 12 
First Year Semester 3 
SW 202 Practicum/Seminar II 6 

credits 6 

Total Credits: 28 

* Registration for PS101 requires placement into EN101 

https://www.massbay.edu/ed-human/human-services
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